
Shelton Junior School - Writing Key Skills (WKS)                                                    YEAR 4 

Alongside these Writing Key Skills, pupils will be assessed on their handwriting and composition 

skills (including drafting, editing and improving). 

WORD 

I know what nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs are. I can give some examples. 

hound     teenager        dusky     tranquil        dashed     hurdled        noisily     rapidly 

 

I know the difference between an s used for a plural and an s used for possession. I can use an 

apostrophe for the possessive s.      

plural = two coats, a forest of trees          possessive = the dog’s tail, the boy’s book 

 

I can revise the correct use of past, present and future tense in my writing. 

Yesterday, we walked down the street. Today, we walk down the street.  Tomorrow, we will walk down the 

street. 

 

I can use the correct verb form in my writing. 

we were (instead of ‘we was’)    I did (instead of ‘I done’) 

 

SENTENCE 

I know what a phrase is (does not contain a verb) and what a clause is (contains a verb). 

phrase = in the park, at midnight     clause = Bill ate his tea, the mouse ran into the hole 

 

I can use expanded noun phrases to make my writing more interesting. 

the strict maths teacher with curly hair (instead of ‘the teacher’) 

 

I can use fronted adverbials to give information about: How? When? Where?  Cautiously, he opened his 

eyes. Late that night, it all began. In the garden, the birds tweeted merrily. 

 

I can use complex sentences, i.e. one main clause + one or more subordinate clauses.   

When  it began to rain, the children went indoors. 

The children went indoors, when it began to rain. 

The children, who were playing football, went indoors. 

 

I can use interesting verbs and adverbs for effect. 

He idly limped across the room.   She trudged angrily down the road. 

 

I can use a mixture of simple sentences and compound sentences for effect. 

The boy walked to the park. It was extremely sunny but he had forgotten his shades. 

 

TEXT 

I can start a new paragraph in my writing when I want to talk about a new idea or move time on. 

During the Stone Age, stone tools were used. The people would use these tools to………… 

The food that the people living in the Stone Age would eat was likely to be………… 

As dawn broke, she woke up with a start…  

Yesterday, things had been so much easier. 

 

I can use pronouns in the place of names and other nouns (personal - he, she, we, they, it, which; 

possessive - my, his, her, their) to aid cohesion.   

Amy had a bike. She loved it very much. Her brother was jealous, because he wanted it. 

A miptor is a fierce animal that lives in the wild. It eats mice. 

 

PUNCTUATION 

REVISION - I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks correctly in my 

writing (for sentences, questions, commands and exclamations beginning with ‘how’ or ‘what’).  

 

I can use a full stop to show a main clause has ended, or a conjunction to link another main clause. I do 

not run sentences together or comma splice.  

A miptor is a fierce animal that lives in the wild. It eats mice. 

A miptor is a fierce animal that lives in the wild and it eats mice. 

 

I can use apostrophes to mark plural possession. 

the girl’s name, the dog’s tail  (singular)     the girls’ names, the dogs’ tails (plural) 

 

I can use the rules of speech accurately: inverted commas (speech marks), punctuation before close, 

synonym for said, new line for new speaker, adverb or adverbial phrase.  

“Thanks for helping,” exclaimed Dad joyfully.         Dad exclaimed joyfully, “Thanks for helping.” 

 

I can use commas after fronted adverbials.    In the garden, birds tweeted.     Delighted, he opened his 

birthday present.      Skipping happily along the street, she did not notice the black hole… 

 


